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Abstract
What do smaller academic institutions need to know about institutional repositories and open access?
Student and faculty authors enjoy many benefits from making their work open, and the hosting institution
receives international visibility. A repository can be a DIY publishing platform. Learn how Gettysburg College
got started and hear about the wide range of materials that are being shared. Gettysburg’s repository, The
Cupola, currently includes over 5,000 works that have been downloaded 420,000 times... and counting.
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IRs are ideal for smaller institutions! 
Institutional 
repository? 
Open 
Access? 
“Open Access literature is 
digital, online, free of charge, 
and free of most copyright and 
licensing restrictions.” 
- Peter Suber 
How open access benefits authors 
• Discoverability & visibility 
• Citation impact 
• Author rights 
• Funder criteria 
• NIH Public Access Policy (2009) 
• OSTP Memo (2013) 
• Gates Foundation, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, and 
more 
 
How open access benefits everyone 
• Spreads knowledge and allows it to be built upon 
• Levels the playing field across different types of 
institutions  
• Equalizes access around the globe 
• Speeds innovation 
• Provides return on investment to entities that fund 
research 
 
What really got us started 
• Growing campus interest 
in showcasing 
undergraduate research 
 
• High quality, hosted 
solution became available 
  
• Change in administration 
 
Infrastructure 
work,  
soft launch 
Faculty focus, 
marketing 
Hard launch 
Repository 
grows 
8,764 downloads 

• What All Americans Should Know 
about Women in the Muslim 
World:  An Introduction 
• The Motivations Behind 
Westerners’ Obsession with the 
Islamic Veil 
• The Myth of “Sharia” and Child 
Marriage 
• Ms. Marvel:  Changing Muslim 
Representation in the Comic 
World 
• The Mainstream Misrepresentation 
of Muslim Women in the Media 
• To Veil or Not to Veil:  A Loaded 
Question 
• Kittens and Nutella:  Why Women 
Join ISIS 
• Contraception,  Abortion and 
Assisted Fertility Among Muslim 
Women A Look at Islamic Culture 
and Policy in Iran and Afghanistan 
• Stoning in Iran:  A Sexist and 
Overlooked Practice 







5,000+ items 
420,000+ downloads 
How would you staff it? 
Digital Commons 
Cupola 
Scholarly Communications 
Committee 
Scholarly 
Communications 
Assistant 
Digital 
Commons 
Consulting 
Services 

Outreach and education 
Open Your Research Without Opening Your Wallet 
 
Did I sign my rights away? Copyright for authors 
 
Free Your Textbook:  
Quality Course Materials  
for Every Student 
 
Who’s reading you?  
Alternative metrics to  
measure your scholarly  
impact 
 
http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/oaweek/ 

College Authors Reception 
Footprints in the black sand of Klinting Pantai beach, by Rachel M. Grande ‘16 
What’s next? 
Questions? 
The Cupola - http://cupola.gettysburg.edu  
 
Scholarly Communications libguide - 
http://libguides.gettysburg.edu/scholcomm  
 
Email:    jwertzbe@gettysburg.edu or  
  cupola@gettysburg.edu  
 
 
 
